










Statis;cs are presented on the utilization of short-stay hospitals
based on data collected in the Hospital Discharge Survey from a
national sample of hospital records of discharged patients. Dis-
charges, days of care, and average length of stay are distributed by
each of the variablesage,sex, and color of patient and by geographic
region, bed size, and type of ownership (control) of hospital.
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UTILIZATION OF SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS,
SUMMARY OF NONMEDICAL STATISTICS
I W. Frank Lewis, Division of Health Resources Utilisation Statistics
I INTRODUCTION
This report presents estimates on the utiliza-
1 tion of non-Federal short-stay hospitals in the
I United States based on information collected in the
Hospital Discharge Survey, a continuous nation-
wide survey conducted by the National Center for
Health Statistics. Data were abstracted from about
200,000 hospital records of inpatients discharged
from 379 hospitals that participated in the survey.
Results of the survey permit generation of
four basic types of reports: nonmedical, diag-
nostic, surgical, and patient charges. Reports
are published in Series 13 of the Viiizl and Health
Statistics reports and as selected supplements
of Monthly Vital Statistics Reports.l-l 6Estimates
shown in this report are for patients in non-Fed-
eral short-stay hospitals, excluding newborn in-
fants, discharged during 1971. Nonmedical data
are presented on the number and rate of discharges
and of days of care, and average length of stay
for patients discharged, by age, sex, and color
and by geographic region, bed size, and type of
ownership (control) of hospitals.
This nonmedical report will be divided pri-
marily into three areas: an analysis of hospital
discharges, an analysis of days of care and length
of stay, and some comparisons between the four
regioos on selected variables. Since the estimates
are based on a sample of discharges from par-
ticipating hospitals rather than on all discharges
from all short-stay hospitals, they are subject to
sampling error. Tables and graphs of approximate
sampling errors and instructions for their use are
given in the section “Reliability of Estimates” in
appendix I.
Appendix II contains definitions of terms re-
lating to hospitalization and the characte~istics
of patients and hospitals surveyed. Since several
of these terms have specialized meaning in the
Hospital Discharge Survey, familiarity with the
definitions will aid in interpreting the data.
SELECTED FINDINGS
An estimated 29.5 million inpatients were
discharged from non-Federal short-stay hospitals
in 1971. These patients received an estimated
231.0 million days of care, with an average length
of stay of 7.8 days per hospital episode. In terms
of annual rates, the rate of days of care per 1,000
persons in the civilian noninstitutionalized popu-
lation was 1,143.1, and there was a discharge
rate of 145.8 per 1,000 persons. Approximately
three-fourths (73. 3 percent) of the discharges in
1971 were from voluntary nonprofit hospitals.
State and local government hospitals accounted
for 22.5 percent of the discharges and proprietary
hospitals for only 4.2 percent.
Patients under 15 years of age accounted for
13.7 percent of all discharges and had a rate of
discharge per 1,000 population of 70.2. This con-
trasted with the population 65 years of age and
over, whose rate of discharge was 305.7 per
1,000 population. Differences in hospital utiliza-
tion by sex were also noted. Rates of discharge
and of days of care were higher for females than
for males. The discharge rate for females of
169,6 per 1,000 population was 42 percent higher
than that for males, 119.6 per 1,000 population,
but with hospitalization for deliveries excluded
the discharge rate for females was only 15 per-
1
cent higher than the rate for males. For the
group 1-14 years of age, however, the discharge
rate for males was higher than for females, 76.9
compared to 63.0 per 1,000 population.
Hospitalization utilization figures by color
are grouped in the categories “white,” “all other, ”
and “color not stated.” Since the number of dis-
charged patients for whom color was not stated
is slightly larger than the all other group, data
analysis by color must be interpreted with caution.
Based on the estimates of patients discharged for
whom color was stated, those identified as white
outnumbered the all other group by about 7 to 1.
As a group white patients were older than all other
patients but each age - sex group had shorter
average lengths of stay than did all other patients.
The age distribution within hospitals vaxied
by the size of the hospital. The smallest hospitals
had proportionately fewer patients 15-64 years of
age than did the largest hospitals, in which only
15.9 percent of the patients were age 65 years and
over. Average length of stay increased with hos-
pital size from 6.5 days in the smallest hospitals
to 9.1 days in hospitals with 500 beds or more.
Regional differences were apparent in number
of discharges, ranging from 4.2 million in the
West Region to 9.2 million in the North Central
Region. Average length of stay was longest in the
Northeast Region, 9.0 days, and lowest in the






Patients under 15 years of age accounted for
an estimated 4.0 million or 13.7 percent of all
discharged patients from short-stay hospitals in
1971. Of these, 2.4 percent were less than 1 year
old, 3.8 percent were 1-4 years old, and 7.5 per-
cent were from 5-14 years of age (figure 1). The
discharge rate for the group under 15 years of
age was the lowest for any age group with a rate
of 70.2 per 1,000 population (table A). In contrast,
the discharge rate for persons 65 years and older
was 305.7 discharges per 1,000 population.
Males 65 years and over were discharged at
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Figure 1. Percent distribution of patients discharged from short-
stay hospitals by age, according to sex: United States, 1971.
rate for females of 288.2 per 1,000. For all age
groups, however, discharge rates for females
excluding deliveries was higher than for males,
137.7 versus 119.6 per 1,000. There were more
male than female discharges in each age bracket
under 15 years of age. At under 1 year of age
males outnumbered females 409,000 to 294,000;
ages 1-4 years, 644,000 to 488,000; and ages 5-14
years, 1,196,000 to 992,000 (table B). Within these
young age groups there was a higher percent of
the total male population than of the female popu-
lation (figure 1) with 19.3 percent of the male
discharges in the age group under 15 years com-
pared to 10.0 percent for females.
As shown in table A, the effect of deliveries
can be seen in the trend of discharge rates by age.
The rates for males and for females excluding
deliveries increased consistently with increasing
age.
Color
Data for patients discharged by color are
shown in table 1 according to the three categories
“white, “ “all other,” and “color not stated. ” An
estimated 22.5 million white patients and 3.3
million all other patients for whom color was
reported were discharged from short-stay hos-
2
Table A. Number and rats of discharges and of days of care and average length of stay





































Number of discharges in thousands
1 -
29,459 11,644 17,767 14,431
4,029 2,249 1,773 1,759
i2,605 3,467 9,118 5,801
6,840 3,232 3,596 3,590
5,986 2,696 3,289 3,280
Rate of discharges per 1,000 population
145.8 II 119.61 169.61 137.7
70.2 76.9 63.0 62.5
151.4 86.7 210.8 134.1
163.3 162.3 163.6 163.4
305.7 328.9 288.2 288.2
Number of days of care in thousands
Rate of days of care per 1,000 population
7
1,143.1 1,004.0 1,268.7 1,139.5
327.2 361.5 296.8 288.9
869.2 596.8 1,117.4 806.5
1,535.0 1,536.5 1,529.0 1,527.8
3,860.3 3,987.8 3,759.0 3,759.0
Average length of stay in days
7.8 8.4 7.5 8.3
4.7 4.7 4.6 4.6
5.7 6.9 5.3 6.0
1;:: 1;:; 1?:: 1;::
lIncludesdischarge data for which sex was not stated.
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Table B. Number of patients under 15 years
of age discharged from short-stay hospi-













Includes discharge data for which sex
was not stated.
pitals in 1971, white patients outnumbering all
other patients by about 7 to 1. Color was not
stated in the medical record summary sheets
for about 3.7 million patients, a number greater
than that for patients identified as all other. The
distribution for those for whom color was not
stated suggests that they were proportional by
color to those for whom it was stated.
There were more white patients than all
other patients 45 years and over, 46.0 percent
and 29.2 percent, respectively. Approximately 1
in 5 of the estimated white patients were age 65
and over as compared to 1 in 8 among patients
ofraces other than white (figure 2).
White patients included 40 percent males and
60 percent females compared with 36 percent
males and 64 percent females in the all other
category. A smaller percentage of white females
hospitalized for deliveries than all other patients
accounted for most of this difference.
Bed Size of Hospital
For all hospital sizes the percent of patients
discharged during 1971 under 15years ofagewas
approximately the same, between 13 and 15 per-
cent; however, they differed appreciably in the
percent distributions for the three age groups 15
years anclolder (table 3). The smallest hospitals
AGE
Under 15 years
15.44 veals .. .. ... ... .. .. .. ... .. ..
45-64 years .. ... . ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .
65 years and over ... ... . .. ... .
Whine All other Color not Stdt?d
Figure2. Percent ofdischarges fromshort-stay hospitals, bycolor
and age: United States, 1971.
had proportionately fewer discharged patients
15-64 years ?Id than did the largest hospitals. Cln
the other hand, for the age group 65 years and
over, the smallest hospitals had more patients
discharged (26.6 percent) than the largest hos-
pitals (15.9 percent). In other words, the smaller
the hospital the more likely it was that a larger
percent of its discharged patients would be found
in the oldest age group, and the larger the hos-
pital the larger the relative percent of patients to
be found in the age group 15-64 years.
This age and hospital size trend was true for
males and, with the exception of the age group
45-64 years, for females. The percents of female
discharges 45-64 years old were essentially the
same (19.2, 19.7, 19.9, 21.6, 20.7) for each size
hospital. When deliveries were excluded, the trend
of increased percent of patients with increased
size of hospital was still not very apparent for
this age group (23.0, 24.2, 24.8, 26.4, 26.0).
Type of Ownership of Hospital
Voluntary nonprofit hospitals (operated by
church or other nonprofit organizations) cared
for 21.6 million patients in 1971, or 73 percent
4
at a 11 patients discharged from short-stay hos-
pitals (table 4). Government hospitals (controlled
l-y Stare or local government) accounted for 6.6
million discharges, or 23 percent of all patients,
and proprietary hospitals discharged 1.2 million,
or 4 percent. There were relatively few differ-
ences in the percent distributions by age and sex.
However, the relative proportion of male to female
discharges varied with the type of hospital, gov-
ernment hospitals recording female discha~.ges
49 percent greater than for males (3,961,000 and
2,660,000, respectively), and voluntary and pro-
prietary hospitals showing approximately a 58-
percent difference. When deliveries are excluded,
the number of discharges for females is around
24 percent greater than for males for all types of
hospitals. There was a noticeable difference be-
tween voluntary and government hospitals in the
distribution of their patients aged 15-44 years,
with government hospitals having 45.6 percent
and voluntary hospitals only 41.9 percent of their
patients in this age group.
DAYS OF CARE
AND LENGTH OF STAY
Age and Sex
rhe rates of days of care by age groups
ranged from 234.0 days per 1,000 population aged
5-14 years to 5,119.8 days for persons 75 years
aud over (table 6). Starting with age group 5-14
VLWrs, the days of care rate increased with each
ilclv:~nce in age. Age groups under 15 years
r~’presented 8.2 percent of all days of care; ages
15-44, 31,4 percent; ages 45-64, 27.9 percent;
and ages 65 and over, 32.7 percent of all days
of care,
The average length of stay for patients dis-
charged during 1971 was 7.8 days. Average length
of stay increased with each successive age group
from 4.7 days for patients under age 15 to 12.6
days for patients aged 65 years and over. For all
age groups, about two-thirds were discharged
within a week (table 7).
The days of care rates per 1,000 population
were Iotyer for females than for males under 15
and over 54 years of age (table 6). Deliveries
exerted less influence on the days of care rate
than on the rate of discharges for females be-
cause of the relatively short average length of
stay. The average length of stay for females aged
15-44 years is lowered by approximately two-
thirds of a day when deliveries are included.
Generally speaking, females under 65 years of
age had shorter lengths of stay than males, and
females over 64 years had longer lengths of stay
(table 9).
Color
Differences between the age and sex distri-
butions of days of care utilized by white and all
other patients for whom color was stated are
found in table 8. Patients under age 15 years
in the all other group used a larger proportion
(13.1 percent) of days of care than did white
patients in this age group, who used 7.4 percent.
Among white pat ients, approximate y 36 percent
of the days of care were provided for patients
under 45 years of age; among all others about 55
percent were provided for this age group. For
ages 65 years and over white patients—both men
and women-used a considerably larger percent
of days of care than did all other patients, 34.9
percent a~d 21. I percent, respectively.
There was little difference in the average
length of stay for all discharges by color,. with
white patients averaging 7.9 days and all other
patients 8.1 days per stay (table 9). Average
leng!h of sia y for the two groups was about the
same because the white discharged patients in-
cluded a larger percent of older patients with
longer hospital stays than did the all other group.
For every age and sex group, however, the
average stay was significantly shorter for white
patients than for all others. Regardless of color
status, males had a longer length of stay than did
females including deliveries. When deliveries are
excluded, all other males average 1 day longer
than all other females., primarily because of the
8.4 average length of stay for age group 15-44
years. White males and those with color not
stated had approximately the same lengths of
stay as did females excluding deliveries.
Bed Size of Hospital
Days of care for hospital size also varied by
age. For patients aged 65 years and over, re-
ported days of care ranged from 25.0 percent
5
in t“he iargest hospitals to 43.8 percent in the
smallest hospitals (table 12). Days of care for
patients of ages 15-44 was 25.7 percent in hos-
pitals with fewer than 100 beds and 36.3 percent
in those with 500 beds or more.
Average length of stay increased as age and
hospital size increased, ranging from 6.5 days in
the smallest hospitals to 9.1 days in the largest
hospitals and from 4.7 days for the youngest group
to 12.6 days for the oldest group. This was true
for both sexes (table 13). The shortest length of
stay, 3.8 days, u’as for the age group under 15
discharged from hospitals with 6-99 beds. The
longest length of stay was 14.3 days for the group
65 years and over discharged from hospitals with
500 beds or more.
The pattern of length of stay increasing by
size of hospital was true for each of the four
regions. The trend was most evident in the North-
east and West Regions, where average length of
stay in the largest hospitals exceeded that in the
smallest hospitals by 3.5 days (table 16). This
trend was more pronounced for males than for
females in each of the four regions, regardless
of delivery status. For the male episodes in the
15-44 age group, the average length of stay in the
largest hospitals was 74 percent longer or more
than that in the smallest hospitals in each of the
regions.
Type of Ownership of Hospital
The 231.0 million days of care utilized in 1971
were distributed by ownership of hospital as
follows: voluntary nonprofit hospitals provided
173.5 million days, or 75.1 percent; government
hospitals provided 49.0 million days, or 21.2
percent; and proprietary hospitals provided 8.5
million days, or 3.7 percent (table 14).
The relative proportion of males to females
varied considerably among the three types of
hospitals for days of care provided. In government
hospitals days of care provided fur females in-
cluding deliveries was 27 percent greater than
the days for males, for voluntary nonprofit hos-
pitals days of care provided for females was
38 percent greater than for males, and for pro-
prietary hospitals days of care for females was
50 percent greater than for males.
Average length of stay ‘was consistently
shorter in proprietary hospitals than involuntary
nonprofit hospitals for both sexes and all age
groups. Average length of stay in government
hospitals was also shorter than in voluntary non-
profit hospitals for both sexes and all age groups
except under 15 years, where average length of
stay was longer in the government hospitals
(table 15). For all age groups under 65 years, the
average length of stay in proprietary hospitals
was shorter than in the other hospital ownership
groups for both sex groups and all age groups.
The difference between length of stay for male
and female including deliveries was also smallest
for proprietary hospitals, about half a day com-
pared to approximately 1 day for voluntary non-
profit and government hospitals. The average
length of stay is about the same for both sexes
when deliveries are excluded. For the group
15-44 years old, the average length of stay for
males varied between half a day and 2 days longer
than that for females, regardless of delivery
status, for each type of hospital.
GEOGRAPHIC REGION
Age and Sex
The number of discharges in 1971 by geo-
graphic region ranged from 4.2 million in the
West Region to 9.2 million in the North Central
Region (table 5). The number of discharges per
1,000, population ranged from an estimated 122.6
in the West Region to 162.9 in the North Central
Region; among the age groups the greatest
relative difference is found in the group less than
15 years, 85.1 in the North Central and 54.4 in the
West per 1,000 population (table C).
The number of days of care per 1,000 popu-
lation followed a similar pattern, again being
lowest in the West Region and highest in the North
Central Region. The rates were 790.9 days and
1,304.4 days, respectively, a difference of 65.0
percent. For patients under age 15 years, these
two regions differed even more significantly, wnh
the days of care per 1,000 m the North Central
Region being 99 percent higher than those in the
West Region (393.2 and 197.4 days of care).
Average length of stay in days was highest in
the Northeast Region and again lowest in the West
6
Table C. Rate of discharges and of days of care and average length of stay for pa-





Under 15 years ----------------------
15-44 years -------------------------
45-64 years -------------------------
65 years and over -------------------
All ages -----------------------
Under 15 years ----------------------
15-44 years -------------------------
45-64 years -------------------------
65 years and over -------------------
All ages -----------------------
Under 15 years ----------------------
15-44 years -------------------------
45-64 years -------------------------
65 years and over -------------------
Region, being 9.0 days and 6.5days, respectively.
This pattern was consistent for all age groups,
with the difference between the Northeast andtlie
West Regions being again greatest in the group
under 15 years, 5.2and3.6 days, respectively, a
difference of44.4 percent.
The average length of stay showed the same
age and regional trends, with length of stay for
both sexes being longest in the Northeast Region
for the age group over 65 years, and shortest in
the West Region for the group less than15 years.
Ziverage length of stay for males was slightly
longer than for females in all regions. Females
65years andover in each ofthe four regions had
longer stays than did males in this age group (table
11).
Color
When color is considered, differences were
found arnungthe regions in therate ofdischarges.
All Northeast ~:$::1regions South West
Rate of discharge per 1,000 population
T “
145,8 141.6 162.9 146.5 122.6
70.2 64.4 85.1 69.8 54.4
151.4 152.5 166.3 150.7 127.7
163.3 153.3 186.4 162.3 142.6
305.7 276.2 328.4 325.3 274.9
Rate of clays of care per 1,000 population
1,143.1
7 ‘
1,275.8 1,304./+ 1,089.0 790.9




1,535.0 1,681.3 1,789.9 1,417.1 1,102.7
3,860.3 4,204.4 4,278.3 3,668.6 2,905.5
Average length of stay in days
7.8
ti
9.0 8.0 7.4 6.5
4.7 5.2 4.6 4.8
5,7 6.0 5.7 ;:;
1?:;
1;:; 15.2 1::: 1;:; 1:::
The Northeast Region had the highest proportion
of white discharges (82.7 percent) and the North
Central Region the lowest (71.0percent) (figure
3). The South had the smallest proportion of
its patients in the not stated category, 6.4 percent,
in contrast to the North Central Region,whichhad
21.2 percent listed as not stated.
Deliveries represented asmaller proportion
of white patients than of all other patients hos-
pitalized, 10.5 percent and 17.4 percent, respec-
tively (figure 4). With the exception of the West
Region, deliveries represented a smaller pro-
portion of the total discharges for white patients
thanfor all others.
Average length of stay bycolorwasabso not
consistent among regions. IntheNortheast, South,
and West Regions white patientshadshorterstays
than all others (figure 5), whereas the North
Central Region showed no apparent color varia-
tion. Excluding deliveries, about half the white
7
RACE
Not stated. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. ... ..
All Uhw. . . .. .. ... .. . ... ... ... . ..
White.., ... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .
Northeast South West North Central
REGION
Figure 3. Percent of patients discharged from short-stay hospi-
tals, by geographic region and color: United States, 1971.
patients hospitalized were 45 years of age and
over in every region (figure 6), whereas only 35
percent of all other patients were 45 years or
older.
For the population 15 years and over, regional
differences were found in the all other groups.
Over 70 percent of the Northeast and North Central
discharges were in the 15-44 age group contrasted
REGION
4!1
regions . . .. ..
Vorth
Central . . .. ..
20.8
couth ... . . .. . .. . .
northeast .. . . ..
Races other
than white
Vest . .. . .. . .. . . .. . White
I I 1 I I
o 5 I10 15 20 25
PERcENT
Figure 4. Percent of deliveries of total discharges from short-
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AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY IN DAYS
Figure 5. Average length of stay for patients discharged from
shoi-t-stay hospitals, by geographic region and color: United
States, 1971.
to the South and West, which had only 62.2 and
56.5 percent, respectively, of their discharges in
this age group (table D).
rhe average length of stay for all others
varied considerably for the group 65 years and
over among regions, with 11.6 days of care in
the West and 21.7 in the Northeast (table E),
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Figure 6. Percent of patients aged 45 years and over of total in-
patients discharged from short-stay hospitals, excluding deliv-
eries, by geographic region and color: United States, 1971.
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Table D. Number and percent distributionof patients 15 years of age and Over dis.







Number in thousandsUnited States
15 years and bver- 25,431 19,477 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
15-44 years-------------
45-64 years-------------





























15 years and over---
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65 years and over-------
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Patientsunder 15 years of age had the1.







in terms of age, sex, race,hospitalsizeand
ownership,and regionsbased on theHospital
DischargeSurveycanbe summarizedas follows:
9
Table E. Average length of stay for patierts 15 years of age and over discharged from
short-stay hospitals, by geographic region, age, and color: United States, 1971
=7=Geographic region and age Coloz notstatedTotal
United States
15 years and over --------------------
15-44 years --------------------------------
45-64 years --------------------------------
65 years and over - -- -- - -- - - - - - -- - - -- --- -- - -
Northeast
15 years and over ----------------------
15-44 years --------------------------------
45-64 years --------------------------------
65 years and over --------------------------
North Central
15 years and over ----------------------
15-44 years --------------------------------
45-64 years --------------------------------
65 years and over --------------------------
South
15 years and over ----------------------
15-44 years ------- ------- ------- ------- ----
&5-64 years --------------------------------
65 years and over --------------------------
West
15 years and over -----------------------
15-44 years --------------------------------
45-64 years --------------------------------
65 years and over --------------------------
Average length of stay in days












































2. Female patients overall had higher dis-
charge and days of care rates than did
male, but male rates were higher than
those offemales forage groups less than
15 and over 64 years old. Average length
of stay was longer for female patients
aged65 years and over.
3. White patients were generally older than
patients inthe all other category, had a
greater proportion of female patients
(but with proportionally fewer deliveries),
and had a shorter average length of stay
foreach age and sex group.
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4. Small hospitals tended tohave a greater
proportion of their patients in the oldest
age group, and large hospitals had pro-
portionately more of their patients in the
15-64 age group. Average length of stay
was shortest in the smallest hospitals and
increased steadily with hospital size.
5. Voluntary hospitals cared for almost
three-quarters of all patients discharged
and reported female discharges 53 per-
cent greater than for male. Voluntary
nonprofit hospitals had the longest average
length of stay and proprietary hospitals
the shortest.
6. The North Central Region had the highest
rate of discharges and days of care per
1,000 population, and the West Region had
the lowest rates. Average length of stay
was also lowest in the West Region.
7. In general, patients under 15 years of age
admitted to hospitals with less than 100
beds in the West Region had the shortest
hospital episodes, whereas female pa-
tients 65 years old and over admitted to
hospitals with 500 beds or more located
in the Northeast Region had the longest
average length of stay.
A more complete analysis of the interrela-
tionships among these variables and their effects
on reported estimates is not possible due to the
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TABLE 1. NUMBER ANO PERCENT DISTRIBUTIIJN OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY
COLOR AND AGE OF PATiENT, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITECJ STATES, 1971














NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED PERCENT 01STPI13UTICN
TOTAL




















UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .






























100.0ALL AGES . . . . . . 10C).O
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .







































13.8z16.5 26.854.3 35.317.1 22.212.1 15.8100.0 100.013.7 19.244.5 32.122.9 27.718.9 21.0UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . .15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .65 YEARS ANO OVER..COLOR NIJT STATEO 5511,8125704053,670 3214222661891,435 2301,3893032152* 195 2228193022151,786ALL AGES . . . . . . 100.0UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . .15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .65 YEARS ANO OVER.. 5041,633840693 276460397301 2211,157432384 221751431384 12.442.024.121.5
1/ INCLUOES DISCHbRGE OATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATEO.
TAt3LE 2. NLIMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-S”fAY HOSPITALS BY
GEOGRAPHIC REGION AND AGE, ACCORDING TO SEX: UN?TEO STATES, 1971
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUoES NEWBORN INFANTS)
FEMALE FEMALE
I NCLUO- EXCLUO- aEIm
PERCENT OIS”rRIBUTION








NUMBEF. OF PATIENTS ’OISCHARGEO
IN THOUSANOSUNITED STATES
























































































UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .






























































UPiUER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .












UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER..
w










UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .



















UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .













1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE OATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATEOi
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TABLE 3. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY WOSPITALS BY
BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL ANO AGE OF PATIENT, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1971
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)
dEEEBED SIZE OFHOSPITAL AND AGE ./ BOTH MALE ING I NGSEXES DELIV- DELIV-ERIES ERIESII I I
PERCFNT DISTRIBUTIONNUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED
IN THOUSANOSALL SIZES
ALL AGES . . . . . . 29,459 11,644 17,i’67 14,431 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .










































ALL AGES . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .



















































































ALL AGES . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER..
700-299 BEOS
ALL AGES . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . .
13-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .










































ALL AGES . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .









































































~00 BEOS OR MORE
ALL AGES . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER..
1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE OATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 4. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION CIF PATIENTS DISCHARGE FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY
TYPE OF OWNERSHIP OF HOSPITAL ANO AGE OF PATIENT, ACCOF?OING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1971

























NUMBER OF DISCHARGE PATIENTS PERCENT OISTPIBUTION
ALL TYPES
ALL AGES . . . . . . .
IN THOUSANOS












UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . .































ALL AGES . . . . . . . 8,502 100.0
UNUFR 15 YEARS . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . .

































































UNIJER 15 YEARS . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . .

















ALL AGES . . . ..-. 481 100.0
UNLIER 15 YEARS . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . .

































1/ INCLUDES DISCH4RGE OATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATEO.
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TABLE 5. NUMBER CF PATIENiS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT–STAY HOSPITALS AND OAYS OF CAPE, BY SEX> AGE*
GEOGRAPHIC REGION, AND !3E0 SIZE OF HOSPIT.iL: UNITEO STATES* 1971
(DISCHARGES FRCIM NONFEDERAL SHOkT-STAY HOSPITPLSo EXCLUOES NEWBORN INFANTS)
SEX, AGE, AND REGION
——
BEO SIZE OF HOSPITAL
500 500
ALL 6-5’9 1oo- BEOS ALL 6-99 1oo- BEOS
S I Z E’S, BEOS 45’9 OR SIZES BEDS 499 OR
BEOS MORE BEOS MORE








































































UNOER 15 “iEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .




























UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .























































UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .






















UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . ..(
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . s








WEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . s






























UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .








































UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . . . . .
1/ INCLUDES OISCHflRGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATEO.
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TABLE 5. NUMBER CF FATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHURT–STAY HOSPITALS ANO OAYS OF CARE, BY SEX, AGE,
GEOGRAPHIC REGION, ANO 15E0 SIZE OF HOSPITAL: UNITEO STATES, 1971-–CON.
([ISLHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY I-ICSDITALS. EXCL’JflFS NEWBIlpN INFA~’TS)
————
BED SI.LE OF HOSPITAL












NUMBER OF PATIENTS OISCHARGEO I NUMBER OF OAYS OF CARE
MALE--CON.
NURTH CENTRAL . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER . . . . . . . . . . . .
3,611

































































South . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . . . . .
WEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . . . . .
FEMALE INCLUOING DELIVERIES
UNITED STATES . . . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER . . . . . . . . . . . .
NORTHEAST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .








































































































































































UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .






































UNOER 15 YEARS..> . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .










TABLE 5. NUMBER C?F PATIENTS DISCHARGED FRCIM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS ANO OAYS OF CARE, BY SEX, AGE,
GEOGRAPHIC REGION, ANO BEO SIZE OF tlOSPITAL: UNITEO STATES, 1971--CON.
(DISCHARGES FROM NGNFEOERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUOES NEWBORN INFANTS)






















































































UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .




















UfJOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..O
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .





















UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

























NORTh CENTRAL . . . . . . . . . . . 38,401
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .







































8,31CSOUTH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,546
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .









































































UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . . . . .
20
TABLE 6. NUMHER, PERCENT DISTRIBUTION, ANO RATE OF OAYS OF CARE, AVERAGE NUMBER OF HOSPITAL
13EDS OCCUPIEO DAILY, AND AVERAGE LENGTH Of STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT–STAY HOSPI-
TALS, BY SEX ANO AGE: UNITEO STATES, 1971
(DISCHARGES FROM NCNFEOERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUOES NEWBORN INFANTS)
SEX ANO AGE
2/ BOTH SEXES
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 1 YEAR . . . . . . . . . . . .
1-4 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5-14 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1.!i-24 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
25-34 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
35-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-5+ YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
55-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65-7.4 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
75 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . .
MALE
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 1, YEAR . . . . . . . . . . . .
1-4 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
!=14 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-24 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
25-34 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
35-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-54 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
55-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65-74 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
75 YEARS AND OVER . . . . . . .
FEMALE
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . .
UNOE17 1 YEAR . . . . . . . . . . . .
1-4 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5-L4 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-24 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
25-34 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
35-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-54 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
55-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65-74 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .






















































































































































































1/ EXPRESSED AS OAILY NUM8ER OF BEOS OCCUPIEO PER 100,OOG CIVILIAN, NONINSTITUTIONALIZED
PCIPULATION.
I 2/ INCLUOES OISCHARGE OATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 7. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY
AGE AND LENGTH OF STAY, ACCOROING TO SEX:. UNITED STATES, 1971--CON.
(DISCHARGES ROM NONFEDERAL SHDRT-STA’{ HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBCIRN INFANTS)
1 I















OF DISCHARGED PATIENTS PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL AGES


































































LESS THAN 1 DAY . . . . . . .
1 OAF . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2 DAY.3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5-6 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
7-8 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-10 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
11-20 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . .
21-30 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . .


















































LESS THAN 1 OAY . . . . . . .
1 OAF . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5-6 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
7-8 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-10 OAFS . . . . . . . . . .._.
11-20 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . .
21-30 OAYS . . . . . . ..i...
































































ALL STAYS . . . . . . . .
LESS THAN 1 DAY . . . . . . .
1 DAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5-6 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
7-8 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-10 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
11-20 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . .
21-30 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . .


























































































1/ INCLUOES OISCHARGE OATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATEO.
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TAR I F 7. NIIMRFR ANl_l PFI?CFNT i)TSTRIFl(JTIIIN flF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY. ------ . .. . . . ----- .-...-—-
AGE AND LENGTH OF STAY, AC~D~DING TO SEX: UNITEO STATES, 1971-–CON.























NUMBER OF OISCHARGEO PATIENTS PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
45-64 YEARS
ALL STAYS . . . . . . . .
IN THOUSANOS






























































LEsS THAN 1 UAY . . . . . . .
1 OAF . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3 DAYS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5-b DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
7-8 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-10 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
11-20 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . .
21-30 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . .

























65 YEARS ANO OVER














LESS THAN 1 OAY . . . . . . .
1 OAF . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5-6 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
7-I3 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-10 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
11-20 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . .
21-30 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . .



































































1/ INCLUOES OISCHORGE OATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATEO.
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TABLE 8. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION flF DAYS OF CARE FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY
HOSPITALS BY COLOR ANO AGE OF PATIENT, ACCOROING TO SEX: UNITEO STATES, 1971
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. ’EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)
II I FEMALE FEMALEINCLUO- EXCLUD-
COLOR ANO AGE 1/ BOTH
SEXES
MALE
NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
~











































UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . .
hHITE
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . .
ALL OTHER
ALL AGES . . . . . ..-.
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . .
COLOR NOT STATEO
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .


















































































































1/ INCLUOES OISCHARGE OATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATEO.
TARLE 9. AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS OISCHARGEO FROM SHORT–STAY }IOSPITALS BY COLOR, AGE,
ANO SEX: UNITEO STATES, 1971
(DISCHARGES FROM PIONFEOERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUOES NEWBflRN INFANTS)
COLOR ANO AGE
TCTAL
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
~
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
ALL CTHER
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
FEMALE FEMALE
1/ BOTH MALE INCLUOING EXCLUDING
SEXES DELIVERIES DELIVERIES













UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .




AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .





































































1/ fNCLUOES OISCHLIRGE OATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATEO.
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TABLE 10. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF OAYS OF CARE FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGE FROM SHOPT-STAY
HOSPITALS BY GEOGRAPHIC REGION ANO AGE, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITEO STATES, 1971
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUOES NEWBORN INFANTS)
aE@lz
NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE
FEMALE
INCLUO-











ALL AGES . . . . . . . .
IN THOUSANOS ,


















UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . .
NORTHEAST
ALL AGES . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER . . . .
NORTH CENTRAL
ALL AGES . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER . . . .
SOUTH
ALL AGES . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . .
~
ALL AGES . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . .
















































































































































































1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
26
TABLE 11. AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS OISCHARGEO FROM SHORT–STAY HOSPIT4LS BY GEOGRAPHIC
REGION, AGE, AND SEX: UNITED STATES, 1971











ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .






UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



















LIN!3ER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-b4 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



















UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...*.....
45-64 YEARS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .













7.4 7.9 7.1 7.9ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
uNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .























UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .













1/ INCLUDES OISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATEO.
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TABLE 12. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIFJUTION CIF DAYS OF CARE FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FKOM SHIIRT-2TAY
HOSPITALS BY BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL ANO AGE OF PATIENT, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITEFI STATES, 1971
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTSI















NUMBER OF IJAYS OF CARE
ALL SIZES
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15–44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . .
6-99 BEOS
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . .
100-199 BEOS
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 Years . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . .
200-299 BEOS
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER . . . . .
300-499 BEDS
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS ...........
65 YEARS ANO OVER .....
500 BEOS OR MORE
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . .
IN THOUSANOS





































































































































































































































1/ INCLUOES OISCHARGE OATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATEO.
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TA13LE 13. AVERAGE LENGTH Of STAY FUk PATIENTS DISCHARGED FPUM SHUPT-STAY HOSPITALS BY BED SIZE
CF HOSPITAL, AGE UF PATIENT, AND SEX: uNITED STATES, 1971
(DIsCHARGES FRCM NONFEDERAL SHCRT–STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUOES NENBCIRN INFANTS)
LIED SIZE OF HOSPITAL ANI) AGE
ALL SIZES
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEAFS ANCI OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
6-9S FIFflS
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
100-199 BEOS
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEAF’S AND OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
200-299 BEOS
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AiND OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
300-4SS BEOS
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45–64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
500 EIEOS CR MORE
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
FENALE FEMALE
1/ BOTH MALE INCLUDIN$ EXCLUOING
SEXES OELIVEQIES DELIVERIES
























































































































1/ INCLUOES DISCHARGE CATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 14. NUMbER AND FERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DAYS GF CARE FOR PATIENTS OISC.HA~GEO FFOM SHaPT-STAY
HOSPITALS BY TYPE OF OWNERSHIP CF HUSPITAL ANO AGE OF PATIENT, ACCORDING TO SEX: I!NITEO STATES,
1971
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOS~ITALS. EXCLU17FS NFWBOQN INFANTS)
-—
1/ BOTH
SEXES EMALE FEMALEINCLUO-1 NGOELIV-EF?IES FEMALEEXCLUO-INGOELIV-ER IES FEMALEINCLUD–lNGUELIV-EPIES FEMALEEXCLUi3-IIJGDELIV-ERIE5TYPE OFOWNERSHIP ANOAGE 1/ BOTH MALESEXES
PERCENT DISTRIBUTIONNUMBE.R OF DAYS OF GAPE
ALL TYPES













UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
1>~44 YE.4RS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS. . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . .
VOLUNTARY NUNPROFIT
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
L5-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . .
GOVERNMENT
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . .
PROPRIETARY
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45–64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .





























































































































1/ INCLUOES OISCHARGE OATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATEO.
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TA13LE 15. AVERAGE LEhGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROi4 SHORT–STAY HOSPITALS BY TYPE OF
OWNERSHIP OF HOSPITAL. AGE OF PATIENT. ANO SEX: UNITEO STATES, 1971
(OISCHARSES FROM NONFEDERAL SHOkT–STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUOES NEWBORN INFANTS)
TYPE OF OWNERSPIP AND AGE
ALL TYPES
ALL Abbes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNOEP 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
VOLUNTARY NCNPROFIT
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
GOVERNMENT
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
PROPRIETARY
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
FEMALE FEMALE
1/ BOTH MAL E INCLUDING EXCLUOING
SEXES DELIVERIES DELIVERIES

















































































1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE OATA FOR Wi-iICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 16. AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY SEX, AGE,
GEOGRAPHIC REGION. AND BEO SIZE OF HOSPITAL: UNITEO STATES. 1971
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)
—
TOTAL























ALL AGES . . . .
AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY IN OAYS










































































15-44 YEARS . . . . . .














































































































15-44 YEARS . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . .

































1/ INCLUOES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATEO.
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TECHNICAL




Scope of the survey. —The scope of the Hospital
Djscharge Survey (HDS) encompasses patients dis-
charged from noninstitutional hospitals which have six
beds cm more for inpatient use, are located in the 50
States and the District of Columbia, and have an aver-
age length of stay of less than 30 days. Although all
discharges of inpatients from these hospitals are within
the scope of the survey, all newborn infants are exciuded
from this report.
Somplingjia?ne and size oj’hospital.- The universe
(sampling frame) for the Hospitai Discharge Survey
~Lln~ists of the short-stay hospitals excluding military
and Veterans Administration hospitals, which are in-
cluded in the Master Facility Inventory of Hospitals and
Institutions (MFI). A detailed description of how theMFI
WLISdeveloped, its content, plans for maintaining it, and
procedures for assessing the compl,et~ess of its cover-
age is published in an earlier report.
There were 6,965 hospitals in the universe. The
distribution of short-stay hospitals by bed size and
region in the universe and in the HDS sample is shown
in table I. The sample for 1971 consisted of 465 hos-
pitals, of which 26 were ruled out of scope of the survey
because they failed to meet the definition of a short-
stay hospital and 60 refused to participate. Estimates
are based on 198,223 abstracts received from the re-
maining 379 hospitals that participated during 1971.
Sample design. —All hospitals with 1,000 beds or
more in the universe of short-stay hospitals were se-
lected with certainty in the sample. All hospitals with
fewer than 1,000 beds were stratified, the primary
strata being the 24 size-by-region classes shown in
table I. Within each of these 24 primary strata, the
allocation of the hospitals was made through a controlled
selection technique so that hospitals in the sample would
be properly distributed with regard to ownership and
geographic division. Sample hospitals were drawn with
probabilities ranging from certainty for the largest
hospitals to 1 in 40 for the smallest hospitals.
1 The within-hospital sampling ratio for selecting
discharges varied inversely with the probability of se-
NOrE: The list of references follows the text.
lection of the hospital. The smallest sampling fraction
of discharged patients was taken in the largest hos -
pitals, and the largest fraction was taken in the smallest
hospitals. This was done to compensate for the fact that
hospitals were selected with probabilities proportionate
to their size class and to assure that the overall prob-
ability of selecting a discharge would be approximately
the same in all hospitals.
In all hospitals the daily listing sheet of discharges
was the frame from which the subsamples of discharges
were selected within the sample hospitals. The sample
discharges were selected by a random technique, usually
on the basis of the terminal digit(s) of the patient’s med-
ical record number—a number assigned when the patient
was admitted to the hospital. If the hospital’s daily dis-
charge listing did not show the medical record numbers,
the. sample was selected by starting with a randomly
selected discharge and taking every Kth discharge there-
after.
Estimation. — Statistics produced by the HDS are
derived by a complex procedure. The basic un;t of esti-
ma~ion is the sample patient abstract. The estimating
procedure used to produce essentially unbiased national
estimates has three principal components: (1) inflation
of reciprocals of the probabilities of sample selection,
(2) adjustment for nonresponse, and(3) ratio adjustments
to fixed totals. These components are described in
appendix I of two earlier publications. 1, ~
Data collection. —Depending on the study procedure
agreed on with the hospital administrator, the sample
selection and the transcription of information from the
hospital records to the abstract forms were performed
either by the hospital staff or by representatives of the
National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) or by both.
In more than three-fourths of the hospitals that partici-
pated in the HDS during 1971, this work was periormed
by the medical records department of the hospital. In
the remaining hospitals, nearly all the work was per-
formed by perscmnel of the U.S. Bureau of the Census
acting for NCHS.
Nearly all survey hospitals transcribed data from
hospital records to the form shown in figure I.
Data processing and editing of daikz.-Shipments
of completed abstract forms for each sample hospital
were transmitted along with sample selection control
sheets to NCHS for processing. Every shipment of
33
Table 1, Distributionof short-stay hospitals in the universe (MFI), in the Hospital Discharge
Survey sample, and participatingin the survey, by bed size of hospital and geographicregion:
United States, 1971






















































Finaleditingwas done by computerinspectionof
thedemographicdatacomparedwiththecategorycode
assignedeach abstract.Ifthepatient’ssex was left
blank,itwas codedandtabulatedas“notstated,’’except
inthosecasesknowntobedeliveries.























































































were correctedby inspectionof dataonthecornpmcr
tape.Ifagewas leftblank,itwas imputedbyassigning
the patientan age consistentwiththeages ofother
patientswiththesame categorycode.Ifthedatesof
adrnissionordischargewerenotgivenandiftheycould
not be obtained from the monthly sample listing sheet
transmitted by the sample hospital, a length of stay was
imputed by assigning the patient a stay consistent with






CONFIDENTIAL - AU in fonnasion which would p.rmir identification of an individual or of an esmbl,shme.t wdl be held con fid.nt,.1, wdl be used
only bj pccsmsengaged in and for the purposes of tbe surv.y and will nor be disclosed m relrascd to other persons or used for any ocher pwpose.
DEPARTMEr4T OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
Public Heolth Service
Hemhh Services and Mentol Health Administration
Nationol Center for He.alth Statistics
MEDICAL ABSTRACT - HOSPITAL DISCHARGE SURVEY
L Patient Identification
1. Hospital rrumber. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4. Date of admission
2. HDSnumber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Month Oay Year
5. Date of discharge
3. Medical record number. . . . . Month Day Year
II. Patient Characteristics








3. %X: In Male 2 ❑ Female
4. Race or colon I Owhite 2 ❑ Negro 3 ❑ O!her nonwhite 4 ❑ “’Nonwhite” 5 ~ Not stated
5. Marital status: In Married 2 ❑ Single 3 ❑ Widowed 4D Divorc&d 5 ~ Separated 6 n Not sc+ted
6. Discharge status: I ❑ Alive 2 ❑ Dead
II 1. Diagnoses and Operations
1. Final diagnoses
❑ sss reverse side
2. Operations:
❑ see reverse side
Completed by Date
FOR NCHS USE ONLY
Diagnoses
Operations
CWl ,“,, <, 4:,>,.,40
Figure 1. Medical abstract for the Hospital Discharge Survey,
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Table II. Civilian noni.mstitutional population
by age and sex: United States, July 1, 1971
[Consistent with Current Poulation Reports, Series P-25, No..49O]
missing demographic items were coded and tol,ul~([cd
as not stated.
Population Estimates
The base populations used in computing rates arc
unpublished estimates for the U.S. civilian, noninstitu-






in Current Population Reports, Series P-25. However,
they are not official population estimates of the LloSa
Bureau of the Census. Estimates of the regional popu-
lations by age and sex were provided by the U.S. J3u-
reau of the Census specifically for use in the HDS for
computing rates.
Both
sexesAge group Male Female



























































Roxnding ofnumbem.--Estimates of the numberof
discharges and number ofdays of care wereroundcd to
the nearest thousand for tabular presentation. Percents
7,239
Table III. Civili.mnoninstitutionalpopulationby geographicregion,sex,and age: United States,
July 1, 1971







































































































and rates were calculatedon the basis of unrounded
estimates.Due to rounding, detailed figures within
tuldes da not always add to totals.
Patient cluwactevistics rat stated.- Age and/or sex
was not stated for less than 1 percent of all discharges.
Hcwever, color was not stated for approximately 12
percent of the patients discharged. The proportion of
sample hospital records with color not stated varied
considerably among the sample hospitals.
Reliability of Estimates
Estimates from sample surveys such as the Hospital
Discharge Survey are subject to two types of errors—
measurement or nonsampling errors and sampling
errors. Measurement errors can occur in a com-
plete count or census as well as in a sample survey.
Sampling errors, on the other hand, occur because
a somple instead of a complete count is taken.
Measurement ewovs. —Measurement errors in-
clude those due to hospital nonresponse, missing ab-
st racts, information incompletely or inaccurately re-
corded on abstract forms, and processing errors. Some
of these have been discussed in earlier sections.
Sampling ewors. --The standard error in this sur-
vey is primarily a measure of the sampling variability
that occurs by chance because the estimates are based
Table IV. Approxtiate standard errors of per-
centages shown in this report for discharges:
patient characteristics classified by geo-
graphic region and for all hospitals
lStm&rrd errors for patient characteristics classified by size of hospitat
,Irc l)i times and by type nf ownership are 3% times the standard
















Standard error expressed in
percentage points
U_L
1.4 2.0 3.1 4.2 4.8
1.0 1.4 2.2 3.0 3.4
0.6 0.8 1.3 1.7 2.0
0.5 0.6 1.0 1.3 1.5
0.3 0.s 0.7 0.9 1.1
0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6
0.l 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5
0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.3








I Illustration of use of table IV. Table 1
shows that 28.5 percent of the 9,011,000 white
nmle patients discharged during 1971 from all
hospitals were aged 45-64 years. Linear inter-
polation between the values shown in table IV
&ill yield an approximate standard err&”of”O.5
I
percent for an estimate of 28.5 percent with a
base of 9,011,000.
on subsamples of discharges within a sample of short-
stay hospitals rather than on all discharges from all
short-stay hospitals. The reIative standard error of
an estimate is obtained by dividing the standard error
of the estimate by the estimate itself and is expressed
as a percentage of the estimate.
The chances areabout68 out of 100 that the value
obtained in a complete enumeration is contained in the
interval represented by the estimate plus and minus
one standard error of the estimate; 95 out of 100 for
two standard errors; and990ut oflOO for 2% standard
errors. Applying the illustrational the bottom offigure
H, the chances are about 68 out of 100 that the value
that would be obtained in a complete enumeration is
contained in the interval 3,887,000 + 5.1 percent of
3,887,000 (between 3,688,163 and 4,085,237 );990utof
100 for the interval 3,887,000 + 5.1 percent of 3,887,000
multiplied by 2.5.
The standard error of one statistic is generally
different from that of another even when the two come
from the same survey. In order to derive standard
errors that would be applicable to a wide variety of
statistics and that could be prepared at a moderate
cost, a number of approximations were required. As a
result, figure 11 and tables IV and V provide general
Table V. Approximate standard errors of per-
centages shown in this report for days of
care: patient characteristics classified by
geographic region and for all hospitals
[Standarderrorsforpatientcharacteristicsclassified by size of hospital
are 11/2 times and by type of ownership are 21/2 times the standard














































Illustration of use of table V: Table 12
shows that of the 22.449.CIOOdavs of care Dro-
vided for males discharged d&ing 1971 &om
hospitals with 500 beds ormore 25.7 percent of
the days were utilized~ patients 65 years and
over. Linear interpolation between the values
shown intableV will yield anapproximate stand-
ard errorof 1.9 percent for an estimate of25.7
percent with a base of 22,449,000.
3?
Figur’e II. Approximate relative standard errors of estimatd number of patients discharged for patient character%tics, by geographic region, and/or






SIZE OF ESTIMATES IN THOUSANDS
Illustration of use offigwe 11: As shown in table 2 an estimated 3,887,000 patients aged 1544 years were discharged during 1971 within the South
Region. The relativestandard error of this estimate as read from the line “Region and/or size groups” is approximately 5.1 percent: the atandmd er
ror of 3,887,000 is 198,237 (5.1 percent of 3,887,000).
standard erors for a wide variety of estimates rather
than the specific error for any statistic.
The relative standard errors and approximate
standard errors of percentages that have been prepared
for this report are applicableto estimates of discharges
for patient characteristics (age, sex, color, and dis-
charge status, and cross- classifications, e.g., age by
sex) cross-classified by one of three hospital groupings
as follows: (1) by region (e.g., Northeast) and/or size
(e.g., 6-99 beds), (2) by type of ownership (e.g., govern-
ment), or (3) by hospitals summed over all regions, size
and ownership groups (all hospitals). The particular
figure or table to which one refers to obtain a sampling
error is contingent upon both the type of estimate (e.g.,
discharges) and the hospital grouping with which the pa-
tient characteristic(s) is cross-classified. The proce-
dures that apply are as follows:
1. Approximate relative standard errors of esti-
mated number of discharges are obtained from
the curves shown on figure II.
2. Approximate relative standard errors of number
of days of care are obtained from the curves
shown in figure III.
3. Approximate standard errors of estimated pc r-
centages of discharges when the character-
istic(s) used to form the numerator of the per-
centage is a subclass of the denominator arc”
shown in table IV.
4. Approximate standard errors of estimated psi=
centages of days of care when the charac-
teristic(s) used to form the numerator is a
subclass of tbe denominator are shown in table V.
Fiaure I I 1. Armroximate relative standard errors of estimated number of davs of care for patient characteristics, by geographic region and/or size of. . .
hospital, and type of ownership and for all hospitals.
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SIZE OF ESTIMATE IN THOUSANDS
Ikttistion ofusc o~fl~tm 111: As shown in table 14, en estimated 2,559,000 days of care during 1971 were provided to patients aged 15-44 years in
proprietary hospitals. The relative standa@ error of this estimate as read from the line “Ownership groups” is approximately 22.0 percent: the stand-
ard error is 562,980 (22.0 percent of 2,559,000).
Approximate standard errors of average lengths
of stay can be calculated as in the following example:
Suppose the standard error (OR,) of the average
length of stay during 1971 for males aged 15-44 years
for all hospitals is desired. The estimated number of
discharges for this statistic is 3,467,000 (table 1) and
the estimated number of days of care is 23,866,000
(table 10).
Let








The relative standard error (vx,) of 23,866,000 (from
all hospitals curve in figure 111)m 2.9 percent, or .029
Vx$y .029)! The reIative standard error (vY,) of
3.467,000 (from all hospitals curve in figure 11) is
3.2 percent, or .032; v = (.0s2 )? The sampleY’
correlation coefficierit (r) which measures the close-
ness of the relation between the estimated number of
days of care and the estimated number of ciischarges has
been computed to be 0.75.
VR<2=Vx?+ vy.~—2rvx. Vy,
= ( .029~ + (.032~ – 1.5 (.029 X .032}
= .00084 + .00102 – .00139 ~ .00047
vRt = 4.00047 = .022
crR, = R’x V~. = 6.9 x .022 = 0.15 days
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DEFINITIONS
Terms Relating to Hospitalization
APPENDIX II
OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT
of patients discharged. “Average stay, ” “duration of
stay,” and “length of stay” are used interchangeably.
Patient. —A person who is formally admitted to
the inpatient service of a short-stay hospital for ob-
servation, care, diagnosis, or treatment. In this re-
port the number of patients refers to the number of
discharges during 1971 including any multiple dis-
charges of the same individual from one short-stay
hospital or more. All newborn infants, defined as those
admitted by birth to the hospital, are excluded from
this report. “Inpatient” and “patient” are used synony-
mously.
Patient under 1 yea~ of age. — Includes infants
admitted on the day of birth, directly or by transfer
from another medical facility, with or without mention
of a disease, disorder, or immaturity.
Discharge. — The formal release of an inpatient by
a hospital, that is, the termination of a period of hos-
pitalization by death or by disposition to place of resi-
dence, nursing home, or another hospital. In this re-
port, “discharges” and “patients (or inpatients) dis-
charged” are used synonymously.
Discha?’ge Yate. --The ratio of the number of hos-
pital discharges during a year to the number of persons
in the civilian, noninstitutionalized population July 1
of that year.
Days of ca?’e.—The total number of inpatient days
accumulated at time of discharge by patients discharged
from short-stay hospitals during a year. A stay of less
than 1 day (inpatient admission and discharge on the
same day) is counted as 1 day in the summation of
total days of care. For patients admitted and discharged
on different days, the number of days of care is com-
puted by counting all days from (and including) the date
of admission to (but not including) the date of discharge.
Rate of days of care. —The ratio of the number of
inpatient days accumulated at time of discharge by
patients discharged from short-stay hospitals during
a year to the number of persons in the civilian, non-
instituticmalized population July 1 of that year.
Average length of stay. —The total number of in-
patient days acc~mulated at time of discharge by
patients discharged during 1971 divided by the number
Hospitals and Hospital Characteristics
Short-stay hospitals.— General and short-term
special hospitals having six beds or more for inpatieat
use and an average (mean) length of stay of less than
30 days. Federal hospitals and hospital units of in-
stitutions are not included. “Hospitals” and “short-
stay hospitals” are used synonymously.
Size of hospital. —Measured by the number of beds,
cribs, and pediatric bassinets regularly maintained
(set up and staffed for use) for inpatients; bassinets
for cewlmrn infants are not included. In this report the
classification of hospitals by bed size is based on the
number of beds at or near midyear reported by the
hospitals.
Location cf hospikzls. —See “Geographic region.”
Type of ownership of hospital. — Refers to the type
of organization that controls and operates the hospital.
The hospitals are grouped as follows:
Voltmtwy hospitals. —Hospitals operated by a
church or another nonprofit organization.
Government hospitals. --Hospitals operated by State
or local governments.
Propietwy hospitals.— Hospitals controlled by in-
dividuals, partnerships, or corporations for profit.
Demographic Terms
Age. -- Refers to age at birthday prior to admis-
sion to the hospital inpatienr service.
Colov. —In this report patients are classified into
two groups, “white” and “all other. ” The all other clas-
sification includes all categories other than white; some
groups are too small to be presented separately for
statistical purposes. White includes Mexican and Puerto
Rican unless specifically identified as all other.
Geographic re~”on. — In this report hospitals are
classified by location according to the four geographic
regions of the United States which correspond to those
used by the U.S. Bureau of the Census.
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Region States Included
Northeast ------- Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island,
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey
and Pennsylvania
North Central ---Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, Indiana,
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa,
Missouri, North Dakota, South
Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansas
South ----------- Delaware, Maryland, District
of Columbia, Virginia, west
Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida,
Kentucky, Temessee, Alabama,
Mississippi, Arkansas,
Louisianal Oklahoma, and Texas
West ----------- Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado,
New Mexico, Arizona, [Jtah,
Nevada, Washington, Oregon,
California, Hawaii, and Alaska
000
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VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS PUBLICATION SERIES
Ori<qittitllyPublic Hetzhh Service Pu blic~tion No. 1000
fk’virs 1. ~>.o~~.am,~ad c~ll~ctfon p~ocedt~ves. — Reports which describe the general programs of the National
Center for Health Statistics and its offices and divisions, data collection methods used, definitions,
and other material necessary for understanding the data.
Swim 2. LMia ctuha tiort and m etltods reseaMz. — Studies of new statistical methodolog~r includhg: experi -
rucnt.d tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical
techniques, objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, contributions to statistical theory.
Si ‘~ies 3. Arw 1vl[cczl s ti(dtes. —Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies based on vital and health
statlsttcs, carrying the analysis further than the expository types of reports in the oth~i series.
Swim; ,1. Dmxtft m i’s and committee wfioyts, — Final reports of major com rnittees concerned with vital and
lw+kh sm+tistics, and documents such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised
hi rth .~nd death certificates.
Striim: 10. I’.I to.fmm the Health .lnteniew Swvev. —Statistics on illness, accidental injuries, disability, use
of hospital, medical, dental, and other services, and other health-related topics, based on data
rol [ectecl in a continuing national household interview survey.
St~j.ff.,:;j], Do la Jiwm llw Health Examination SW-WY. —Data from direct examination, testing, and meaatre-
nwm of n:aticmal samples of the civilian, noninstitutional population provide the basis for two types
ot’ reports: (1) estimates of the medically defined prevalence of specific diseases in the United
St.ltcs and the distributions of the population with respect to physical, physiological. and psycho-
lo2ic,.1~c}laiacteristics; and (2) analysis of relationships among the various measurements v:ithout
reic t-encc to an explicit finite universe of persons.
St-i+,‘s 12. POh .hwm tks Insiitwtional R@htion SWveys —Statistics relating to the health characteristics of
p~rscmz in institutions, .md their medical, nursing, and personal care received, based on nation:al
~~nlples of establishments providing these services and samples of the residents or patients.
S!~i(~s 13. I?a10from thk~Hospitul Discltavgw Suwey. –Statistics relating tfi dixiiarged patients in short-stay
hosptmls, based on a sample of patient records in a national sample of hospitals.
S, ?-i,?:;J.?. Pa la m? hualth F-esou?w?s: manpou,e%-and facilities. —Statistics on the numbers, geo~raphic dismi-
Mtkn, and characteristics of health resources including physicians, dentisw, nurses, other kdth
OCCUpatiOnS, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities,
S(.vi[.,:; 20. Data on mo?”tallty. —Various statistics on mortality other than as included in regukr annual or
montnly reports— special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demo~aphic ~~ariables, also
geo~aphic and time series analyses.
S<*/ii*:;21, Dati on natality, marmage, and divo~”ce. —Various statistics on natality, marriage, and divorce
other than as included in regular annual or monthly reports—special analyses by demographic
variables, also geographic and time series analyses, studies of fertility.
S,.piw 22. Data fiorr the Ah tional Natality aria’Mortality Swveys. — Statistics on characteristics of births
and deaths not available from the vital records, based on sample surveys stemming from these
records, including such topics as mortality by socioeconomic class, hospital experience in the
last year of life, medical care during pregnancy, health insurance coverage, etc.
For u list of titles of reports published in these series, write to: Office uf In fumlat[on
N~tiynA Center for I[e:dth Statistics
Public Ile~lth Semite, Ii R.\
Rockvdle, \ld. 20852
. ...... . ... .... .
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